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12/10/22, 7:00 PM Glossary - Airfields of Britain Conservation Trust UK 
Airfields of Britain Conservation Trust (UK's first national airfield charity) 


ACHU 


ADGB 


Admiralty Type F (Seaplane) Shed 
WW/1 hangar type 


Admiralty Type G (Seaplane) Shed 
WW1 hangar type 


Aerial lighthouse 


1920s/1930s navigation aid for civil aircraft 
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Aerodrome 


Glossary - Airfields of Britain Conservation Trust UK 


[increasingly archaic, though still often used for smaller civil airfields] Airfield [qv] 


Aeroplane shed 


[archaic] Hangar [qv] 


Aerotow 


Launching technique through towing glider into air by a powered aircraft 


AFU 


AGS 
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Air base/Airbase 


[casually/somewhat controversially] Airfield, especially one of a military nature 


Air Command 


RAF organisation (2007-present) 


Air Ministry 
Government department (1918-1964) 


Air Support Command 
RAF organisation (1967-1972) 


Air Traffic Control 


Supervision of aircraft, both in the air and on the ground 


Airborne forces 


Military elements moved and dropped by aircraft for primarily offensive operations 


Airfield 


Area used by aircraft for take-off and landing; WW2 composite unit, soon succeeded by Wing 


Air-minded 


Interested in aviation or aircraft 


Airport 
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Airship shed 


Large building to house powered lighter-than-air aircraft 


Airship station 


Airfield where airships operate from 


Airship sub-station 


WW1 dispersed airfield, often little more than cleared woodland, where airships could land for forward deployment during operations or in the event of e.g. 
bad weather [qv also mooring-out base} 


Airstrip 


Smaller and especially less permanent form of airfield 


ALG 


AML Bombing Teacher 
WW2 instructional building 


Amphibian 


Aircraft able to operate from either land or water 


ANS 


Anti-Diver 
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Operation against V-1 flying bombs 


AOS 


Apron 


Army Co-operation Command 


RAF organisation (1940-1943) 


Army Track (Surfacing) 


Type of metal runway 
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Arrester gear 


Device on landing area to stop or slow down aircraft 


ASP 


ASU 


ATC 
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Austerity period 
Relating to airfields of the WW2 era 


Autogiro/autogyro 


Aircraft using a mixture of a powered propeller and unpowered rotor 


AuxAF 
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B Type Hut 
WW2 airfield support building 


BI 


Baedeker raid 


Luftwaffe bombing attacks during 1942 against British cities deemed culturally and/or historically significant 


Balloon Command 


RAF organisation (1938-1945) 


Bar and Rod Tracking 


Type of metal runway 


Barrage balloon 


Defensive balloon attached to ground by metal cables, intended to damage or deter enemy aircraft 


Base Station 
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WW2 more substantial Bomber Command airfield, administering Base Sub-Stations [qv] and carrying out more extensive maintenance/servicing of aircraft 


Base Sub-Station 


WW2 somewhat less substantial and more austerity period Bomber Command airfield, independent but technically a satellite and under the overall 
administration of a Base Station [qv] 


BAT Flight 
Blind (later Beam) Approach Training Flight 


Battle HO 
WW2 airfield defence control building 


Battle of Britain 
World's greatest ever air campaign (10 July-31 October 1940) 


Battle of Britain Day 


Peak of Battle of Britain [qv], also now annual commemoration 


BDTF 
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BEA 


British European Airways (civil airline) 


Beam (approach) 


Type of aircraft landing system 


Belfast (Truss) 


Colloquial name for General Service Shed (WW1 hangar type, named after wooden trusses supporting roof) 


Bellman 


1930s/1940s hangar type 


Bessonneau 


WW/1 hangar type 


BG 


Blitz (The) 
Luftwaffe bombing attacks on British cities and towns (September 1940-May 1941) 
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Bomb trolley 


Wheeled device to transport bombs and other weaponry devices to aircraft 


Bomber Command 


RAF organisation (1936-1968) 


Bomber support 


WW2 assistance to RAF heavy bombers through a mixture of electronic warfare and offensive night fighter operations 


Braithwaite 


WW2 water tower type 


Butler (Combat) 
WW2 American hangar type 
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C Type 


1930s hangar type 


C1 Type 


CAACU 


Callender/Callender-Hamilton 
1930s/WW2 hangar type 
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CFS 


Chance Light 
Mobile airfield floodlight 


Channel Track 


Type of metal runway 


Circuit 


Standard flightpath around airfield for aircraft taking off or landing 
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Circuit overlap 


Dangerous situation of airfield flightpaths being too close to each other and resultant possibility of collisions 


Circuits and bumps 


Repeated aircraft flights around airfield and (often brief) touchdowns 


Circus 


WW2 heavily escorted daylight bomber mission, meant to attract enemy aircraft 


Civil Air Guard (CAG) 


Late 1930s civil organisation to boost numbers of pilots for potential future RAF availability 


Class A standard 


More substantial WW2 airfield, notably possessing three runways 


Coastal Area 
RAF organisation (1919-1936) 


Coastal Command 


RAF organisation (1936-1969) 
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Cold War 


Unstable international situation between western and eastern countries/regimes (circa 1947-1991/present (disputed)) 


Command 


Highest form of RAF organisation e.g. Bomber Command 


Comms Flight 


Communications Flight 


Community relations officer 


RAF contact between other civilian and military elements 


Con Flight 


Conversion Flight 


Control tower 


Building to co-ordinate airfield and airspace traffic 


CPF 
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Cruise missile 


Long-range guided missile, intended to hit target with extreme accuracy 


CU 


Cub strip 
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D Type 
1930s hangar type 


Day Landing Ground 
Type of WW1 airfield, not to be used at night 


D-Day 


Dead-stick landing 


Aircraft landing in emergency without working engines 


Debrief(ing) 


Extraction of information from aircrews after a mission 


Decontamination centre 


WW2 building to be used in event of any gas attack 


Decoy (airfield) 


Fake airfield intended to be attacked by enemy aircraft 


Detachment 
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Part of a unit based at a different airfield 


Direction Finding 


Ground-based radio aid for aircraft navigation 


Dispersal 


Parking area for aircraft 


Dispersal pen 


Earth structure to protect aircraft from enemy air attack 


Dome Trainer 


Round-shaped building for gunnery training 


Drem Lighting (System) 
WW2 airfield lighting system, developed at Scottish airfield, Drem 


Drogue 


Drome 


Dutch Barn 
WW2 hangar type 
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DZ 
Drop(ping) Zone 
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E Type 
1930s hangar type 


E&RFTS 


Elementary & Reserve Flying Training School 


E/A 


Eagle (squadron) 


WW2 RAF fighter unit comprising of American volunteers, when their country was still neutral 


Eagle Day 
First major Luftwaffe attack on British airfields during the Battle of Britain (13 August 1940) 


EGS 
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Emergency Landing Ground 


Exercise Spartan 


Combined RAF/Army exercise of February/March 1943 


Expansion Period 


Period of time (1934-1939, alternatively referred to as the Expansion Scheme) which notably saw much more permanent brick-built military airfields 
constructed 
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F Shed 
1930s hangar type 
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Farm strip 


Alternative term for private airstrip, especially if agriculture involved 


Ferry Command 
RAF organisation (1941-1943) 


Field 


Fighter Command 
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RAF organisation (1936-1943, 1944-1968) 


Firing butt 


Normally brick structure to test machine guns; also known as stop butt 


Flarepath 


Line of lights to illuminate airfield landing area and allow aircraft to land 


Flight 


Flight station 
WW1 airfield for use by a Flight of a RFC/RAF fighter squadron 


Flying boat 


Aircraft eguipped with a hull to operate from water 


Flying Control 


Original name for what is now Air Traffic Control [gv] 


Flying Training Command 
RAF organisation (1940-1968) 
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FOB 


Forward Operating Base 
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FPP 


Fromson 


WW2 hangar type 


FRU 


Frying pan 


Alternative name for panhandle [qv] 


FS 
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FTG 
Fighter Training Group (USAAF) 
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FTU 


https://www.abct.org.uk/airfields/glossary/?letter=f 


414 


12/10/22, 9:34 PM Glossary - Airfields of Britain Conservation Trust UK 


GA 


General aviation [qv} 


Gardening 
WW2 RAF minelaying 


Gate guard(ian) 


Aircraft (initially real, now freguently imitation) displayed at entrance to especially military airfield 


Gaydon 


GC 


Geddes Axe 


Notorious policy of 1922, named after businessman Sir Eric Geddes, to cut down on government expenditure and notably saw enormous cutbacks on 
defence spending 
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Gee 
WW2 RAF radar navigation aid 
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General aviation 


All civil aviation apart from commercial air transport activity 


General Service Shed 


WW/1 hangar type 


Glim Lamp(s)/Light(s) 
Type of airfield lighting 


Gooseneck(s) 


Flare container filled with paraffin, acting as landing area lighting 


Gp Comms Flight 


Group Communication Flight 


Grand Slam 
RAF 22,000 pound bomb 


Group 
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Group Pool 
RAF unit of early WW2, predecessor of an OTU [qv] 
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GS Shed 


General Service Shed [qv] 
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H2S 


WW2 navigation and target identification radar carried by RAF bombers 


Handcraft Hut 
WW2 airfield support building 


Handley Page Shed 
WW/1 hangar type 


Hangar 


Hang-glider 


Type of light aircraft, normally unpowered 


Hard runway 


General term for a runway constructed of e.g. concrete or tarmac 


Hardened Aircraft Shelter 


1980s type of aircraft hangar, specially reinforced to counter any enemy attack 


Hardest Day (The) 


Day in the Battle of Britain (August 18 1940) which saw particularly heavy RAF and Luftwaffe losses, as well as major attacks upon British airfields 


Hardstanding 
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Parking area for aircraft 


HD 


Heavy/heavies 


Colloguial term for the three RAF four-engined heavy bombers of WW2 (Avro Lancaster, Handley Page Halifax, Short Stirling) 


Highball 


WW2 bouncing bomb weapon designed for use by Mosquitoes 


Hinaidi 
1920s hangar type 
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HMS 
Her/His Majesty's Ship 


Home Command 


RAF organisation (1950-1959) 


Home Defence 


WW/1 generic term applied in aviation terms to RFC/RAF fighter squadrons defending Britain 


Hop 


HO 


HTCU 


Hucks Starter 


Device aboard a vehicle designed to start aircraft piston engines 
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ILS 


Instrument Landing System (radio ground aid to assist aircraft to land) 


Impressed (aircraft) 


Civil aircraft brought into military service 


Inactive 


Term relating to status of military airfield closed to flying but not necessarily abandoned, as can be used for e.g. ground duties 


Inland Area 


RAF organisation (1920-1936) 


Intruder 


Aircraft used to attack targets of opportunity in enemy territory 


Iris Hut 
WW2 airfield support building 
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J Type 
1930s hangar type 


Joint Helicopter Command 


Tri-service organisation (1999-present) 


Joyriding 


Transportation of civil passengers on short pleasure flights, especially after WW1 
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K site 


Decoy airfield with fake aircraft and associated infrastructure, intended to be attacked by enemy aircraft by day 


K Type 


KBB 


Kite Balloon Base 


WW1 airfield using observation balloons for anti-submarine patrols 


KQ site 
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L Type 
1930s hangar type 


Laing Hut 
WW2 airfield support building 


Lamella 


1930s hangar type 


Landing ground 


Type of airfield, normally eguipped with (at most) far fewer facilities 


Licensed 


Relating to civil airfields permitted to commercially transport passengers or carry out flying training 


Logistics Command 
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Loop (hardstanding) 


Parking area for aircraft, shaped as such 


Lorenz (System) 


Blind landing/beam approach system to assist aircraft to land 


Lounge 
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MAEE 


Marine Aircraft Experimental Establishment 


Mainhill 
WW2 FAA hangar type, also known as Mains or S Shed 


Maintenance Command 


RAF organisation (1938-1973) 


Maintenance Unit sub-site 


Airfield (normally closed to flying) under the control of a MU [qv], employed for storage of especially equipment and munitions 


Mandrel 
WW2 radar jamming aid 


Marine airfield 


Area of water used by aircraft for take-off and landing 


Marston Shed 
WW2 airfield support building 
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Military Aerodrome Traffic Zone 


Maycrete Hut 
WW2 airfield support building 


MCA 


Metal runway 


Referring to various types of prefabricated runway used primarily during WW2 


Microlight 


Very small aircraft, designed to carry at most two people 


MoD 
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Mooring-out base 


Dispersed landing place for WW1 airships [qv airship sub-station] 


Motor glider 


Sailplane equipped with a small engine in order to take off from an airfield 


MQ 


Municipal airport 


Airport owned by city, town or local authority, particularly prominent in 1930s 
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NAAFI 


Navy, Army and Air Force Institutes (organisation supporting the military with provisions) 


Nashcrete Hut 
WW2 airfield support building 


NATO 


Nickel(ling) 


Propaganda leaflet dropped from aircraft, or mission to do so (as in Nickelling) 


Nissen Hut 
WW1/WW2 airfield support building 


NJG 


Noball 
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V-1 or V-2 missile site 
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Oboe 
WW2 RAF radar navigation aid 


OCU 


Operation Crossbow 


Attacks against V-weapon targets (1943-1944) 


Operation Exodus 


Repatriation of former Allied prisoners of war to home airfields at end of WW2 


Operation Gisela 


Enemy name for a large intruder raid upon airfields in eastern England on night of 3/4 March 1945 


Operation Manna 


Dropping of food to starving Dutch population (April/May 1945) 


Operation Market 


Airborne invasion of Arnhem and other Netherlands targets (September 1944) 


Operation Starkey 
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Intentionally false invasion of Pas de Calais area (August/September 1943) 


Operation Varsity 


Airborne invasion over River Rhine (March 1945) 


Operations block 


Building to control and oversee flying operations 


OPMAC 


Ops 


ORB 


Orlit Hut 
WW2 airfield support building 


OS 
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OTU 


Operational Training Unit 
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PAC 


Parachute and Cable (airfield defence weapon) 


Paid off 
FAA term for closing of airfield 


Panhandle 


Parking area for aircraft, shaped as such 


Paraglider 


Recreational aircraft consisting of a parachute, either winch-launched or eguipped with a small engine 


Parent 


Headguarters/administrative airfield 


Pentad 
WW2 FAA hangar type 


Perimeter track 


Roadway around landing area of airfield 


Peri-track 
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Perimeter track [gv] 
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Personnel and Training Command 


RAF organisation (1994-2007) 


PFF 


Pickett-Hamilton 
WW 2 retractable pillbox 


Pierced Steel Planking (PSP) 


Type of metal runway 


Pillbox 


Type of defence installation 


PoW 


PPR 
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PR 


Photographic reconnaissance 


PSP 


Pundit (letters) (lights) 


Either two letter placed in signals sguare alongside control tower or lights flashing in Morse Code to provide identity of airfield 
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O site 
Decoy airfield with fake landing lights, only for night use 


OF site 


OL site 


Oueen Mary 


Vehicle to recover and transport crashed or dismantled (especially RAF) aircraft 


OX site 
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R/T 
Radio Telephony 


RAF 


RAF Regiment 


Royal Air Force Regiment (1942-present), organisation to defend military airfields 


Ramrod 


WW2 escorted daylight bombing raid against a specified target 


https://www.abct.org.uk/airfields/glossary/?letter=r 


1/4 


12/10/22, 9:42 PM Glossary - Airfields of Britain Conservation Trust UK 
WW2 long-range offensive sortie against targets in a defined target 


RAT Flight 
Radio Aids Training Flight 


RAuxAF 


RCM 


Reserve Command 


RAF organisation (1939-1940, 1946-1950) 


RFC 
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RFS 


Reserve Flying School 


RLG 


Robin(s) 
WW2 hangar type 


ROC 
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Romney Hut 
WW2 airfield support building 
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Rover 


RS 


Runway 
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S Shed 
WW2 FAA hangar type [qv Mainhill] 


SAC 


Sailplane 


Glider but one designed for more prolonged and soaring flight 


SAR 


Satellite 


Less well-equipped airfield, notably unlike a parent airfield in not being self-accounting [qv] 


SBA 


Scarecrow 


Coastal patrol of 1918 flown against U-boats by RAF/RNAS landplanes, especially Airco DH6s 


Scatter Scheme 
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Early WW2 RAF tactic of sending bomber units to more inland airfields for brief periods and lessen chances of enemy attacks 
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Scramble 


Rapid takeoff from a military airfield 


Seagull Trench 
WW2 defence position 


Seaplane 


Aircraft eguipped with one or more floats to operate from water 


Seco Hut 
WW2 airfield support building 


Sector 


Part of overall area for defensive military operations 


Self-accounting 


Relating to airfield dealing with its own administration 


Shadow factory 


Manufacturing facility in a more dispersed area to both reduce risk from enemy air attack and increase production 
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Ship name 


FAA term for a parent airfield 


SHO 


Side-opening Aeroplane Shed 
Pre-WW1/WW1 hangar type 


Signals Command 


RAF organisation (1958-1968) 


Signals square 


Aerial navigation aid close to control tower, containing various visual symbols 


SOC 


Sodium lighting 
Type of airfield approach lighting 
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SOE 


Special Operations Executive (WW2 espionage organisation) 
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Sommerfeld Track 


Type of metal runway 


Sortie 


Operational flight by military aircraft 


Spectacle (hardstanding) 


Parking area for aircraft, shaped as such 


Spider Web 
WW1 RAF/RFC anti-submarine patrol 


Sgn 


Sguadron 


Military unit, between a Wing and Flight 


Sguare Mesh Track (SMT) 


Type of metal runway 
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SRW 
Strategic Reconnaissance Wing (USAF) 


SSQ 


Standby Set House 


Building to provide power for airfield in the event of any emergency or malfunction 


Stanton Shelter 
WW2 air raid protective building 


Station 


Alternative term for a military airfield 


Station Flight 


Unit for airfield-related communications duties 


STOL 


Stop butt 


Alternative term for firing butt [gv] 
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Storage Sub-Site 


More substantial airfield used mid-to-late 1940s for aircraft storage; replaced to a limited degree SLGs [qv} 


Strike Command 
RAF organisation (1968-2007) 


Strip 


Submarine Scout (SS) 
Type of WW1 airship 


Super Robin(s) 
WW2 hangar type 


Support Command 
RAF organisation (1973-1994) 
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T Type 
General term for T1, T2 and T3 hangars [qv] 


T2 


TA 


Tallboy 
RAF 14,000 pound bomb 


Tanker 


Aircraft used for air-to-air refuelling 
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[colloquial] Apron or (sometimes) runway at airfield 


Taxi-track 


Alternative name for taxiway [qv] 


Taxiway 


Roadway at airfield for aircraft to travel along while on ground 


TC 


TCS 


Technical site 


Part of airfield for ongoing running and support of daily operations 


https://www.abct.org.uk/airfields/glossary/?letter=t 2/5 


12/10/22, 9:43 PM Glossary - Airfields of Britain Conservation Trust UK 


Technical Training Command 


RAF organisation (1940-1968) 


Terminal 


Building at airport for processing of passengers and cargo 


Tett Turret 
WW2 defence position 


TEU 


Thor site 


Base for Douglas Thor nuclear missiles during 1958-63 


Threshold 


Start of airfield runway on which aircraft is attempting to land 


Tiger Force 


Proposed RAF heavy bomber element to attack Japan, did not become operational due to Japanese surrender 
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Touch and go landing(s) 


Alternative term for circuits and bumps [qv] 


Tour 


Tower 


Training Command 


RAF organisation (1936-1940, 1968-1977) 


Transport Command 


RAF organisation (1943-1967) 


TS 


TT 
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TTF 
Target Towing Flight 


TTU 


Turbinlite 


Airborne searchlight fitted to Douglas Havocs and Bostons for night fighter use 
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UAS 


University Air Sguadron 


UFO 


Ultralight 


Alternative term for microlight [qv] 


United States 3rd Air Force 


US military air element based in Britain since shortly after end of WW2 


United States 8th Army Air Force 


More strategic element of US military air forces based in Britain during WW2 


United States 9th Army Air Force 


More tactical element of US military air forces based in Britain during WW2 


Unlicensed 
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Relating to civil airfields not permitted to commercially transport passengers or carry out flying training 


Unpaved 


Relating to runways consisting of e.g. grass or sand, not hard surfaces such as concrete 


USAF 


USN 
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V/STOL 
Vertical/short takeoff and landing 


V-bomber 
Collective name for RAF jet bombers of 1950s/1960s (Vickers Valiant, Handley Page Victor, Avro Vulcan) 


VC 


VE Day 


Vegetable 


RAF codename for a mine, laid by aircraft at sea 


Very (Light) (pistol) 


Firearm used to dispense signalling flares 


VGS 
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Very High Freguency 
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VIP 


VJ Day 


VOR 
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Walk-round balcony 


Platform around front and sides of control tower 


Watch office 


[archaic] Original term for control tower [gv] 


Winch-launched 


Referring to gliders not towed into the air by powered aircraft 


Window 


Metal strip dropped to jam enemy radar 


Windsock 


Fabric sleeve used to determine direction of wind 


Wing 


Wing loading 
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Total weight of aircraft divided by its wing area 


WW2 
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